
 

Aloha Friends,


It sure has been a year, hasn’t it?


Our community, like the world community of which it is a part, has suffered this year. 
Activities and ways of being together halted and still have not begun again at the pace 
we hoped they would. We have never treasured the closeness we share with one 
another, both as members of this community and as members of the human race, as 
much as we treasure it now. Losing something has a way of revealing its true value.


What We Found 

Not all is lost. Alongside what we missed this year are all of the things we found. Our 
community has grown in the ways it cares for and reaches out to more of our 
members. Your Stewardship Team spearheaded a calling campaign to check on every 
member of our community and to collect vital emergency contact information for as 
many as possible. A Care Team grew from this work, and its members are training to 
provide spiritual support in times of crisis and pain. The Chalice Circles and Covenant 
Groups stepped up their ways of connecting and supporting to meet the needs of the 
many people who rely on small groups for support and care. It is a great joy to behold 
this kind of growth.


We are growing in other ways, too. The move to online worship has allowed us to 
welcome people in a whole new way. Guests from other parts of the country and the 
world frequent our worship services. Some from far away have even joined as 
members. Unitarian Universalists from other Hawaiian islands have joined our 
community as members. This kind of growth in reach has translated into a 10% 
increase in the number of individual, annual financial pledges to our community over 
the time of the pandemic. This community should be very proud of this, for it speaks to 
a growing feeling of Aloha and welcome we are bringing to those who visit with us and 
then choose to partner with us in our work.


What We Lost 

Not everyone in our community has felt as cared for as most, though. It should not 
surprise anyone to learn how difficult these times have been on students and young 



families. Many of our young people in school have suffered significant social losses, 
being unable to be near their friends and being required to spend an enormous number 
of hours on screens, which can be exhausting. Our youngest community members are 
only recently going back to school in person, so for the past year, parents of these 
children have been at-home teachers and principals, while trying to work at full-time 
jobs and not lose their minds.


The way our community grew—in online meetings and worship—has left out some of 
these families and younger members because the idea of firing up a screen on one of 
the only days it wasn’t actually required was simply too much for many of them to do. 
It is time for this to change.


Your Religious Education Committee has taken time to listen to young families, to 
members with decades of experience in religious education, and to others concerned 
to better understand the needs for learning in our community. Naturally more 
discussion and discernment throughout our community will be needed, but the initial 
message from these listening sessions is that we need a clear plan and vision for the 
future of religious education at the church.


What We Know 

Many of the most active members of our community today were either raised in a 
strong Unitarian Universalist community dedicated to religious education or they 
brought their own children through such programs, here or in another community. Little 
else calls UUs into dedicated commitment to a community as surely as a meaningful, 
enriching, and enlivening community of learning and support. It is the key to 
generational growth for a faith community. Investing to build the educational capacities 
of our community will yield profound results, both spiritually and structurally.


The contributions that lay-led educational programs have made to the life of the church 
are outstanding. The successes of A.D.O.R.E. (A Dialog on Race and Ethnicity), the 
A.D.O.R.E. book group, the Interrupting Racial Microaggressions Workshop created by 
the 8th Principle Task Force, and other programs show the desire many have for brave 
and deep learning. The leadership of our Religious Education Coordinators and 
teachers provides our youngest members with enriching learning experiences. It is time 
for more.


What’s to Come 

Over this coming fiscal year, we will go through some changes. We will be slowly 
reopening the church for worship and meetings, while also keeping the online 
connection many have grown to value so much. This will mean additional costs for 
technical aspects of worship and new equipment to increase ease of participation in 



online meetings and events. This continued and growing connection we offer the world 
will help us share the values of our community in dynamic and powerful ways.


Also in the year ahead, we will be forming and following a plan for building the religious 
education capability of our community. Though this will certainly continue to involve the 
tireless and brilliant contributions of the young families and other concerned members, 
it could also involve hiring a leader to help put the educational vision into practice. The 
coming weeks and months will disclose with more clarity exactly how our community 
will proceed.


It Is Time 

So many of us have seen anew what is most vitally important to our lives in this past 
year. Connection to one another is one of the things so many have found to be the 
most important. The coming work we will do to stay connected in new and powerful 
ways and to deepen opportunities for learning and discovery in our community will 
fulfill this need for connection many have identified as essential for thriving.


It is time to thrive, friends. It is time for each of us to consider how we are committed to 
seeing growth in our community. Investing to care for the youngest among us and to 
nurture the responsible search for truth and meaning for all is the challenge we ought 
to accept for our own and our children’s brightest futures. Let us take this challenge 
and commit to a religious education program in our community by increasing our 
giving. 100% of our amazing Board has already pledged!


As the Stewardship Team reaches out to each one of us in the coming weeks, please 
consider well and generously the power you have to move our community into the 
place it is truly meant to be: a center for free and liberating learning with the power to 
spread more fully compassion, justice, and joy.


Mahalo and many blessings of love,
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