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Black Male Body 
By Adam Dyer 

Potent. 
You cannot understand my potency 
If you only see my body. 
Yes, I know . . . I am beautiful. 
You long to touch, taste, smell, succumb 
To what you see as brutal and raw. 
I am the black male body. 
 

Primitive. 
Ha . . . but my “primitive” is 
Too sophisticated for your palette 
Too rich for your belly 
Too delicate for your nose. 
I am the black male body. 
 

I have been both prison and palace, 
Prisoner and prince, 
King and conquered, 
Kin and concubine, 
And surely my history predates you 
For where would “Eve” be without “Adam”? 
Yes, she birthed the world 
But I set her on fire. 
We devoured each other in our own big bang 
. . . together we made humanity. 
 

I am the black male body. 
But I am not just sex. 
I am not just your perversion of pieces. 
I am not a tool poised to penetrate at will. 
I am my own pain and joy, 
Dreams and anguish. 
I am love and war, 
 

And I am not you. 
 

I speak in languages you can’t imagine, 
Dance to rhythms you’ll never hear, 
Sing songs in harmony 
That you can only try to get near. 
My magic so slick 
You don’t even know it’s a trick. 
Yes, I am all that and a lover. 
I am the black male body. 
 

Adam Adds Another Line To His Resume: 

Published Poet 
 

 

Adam who was a Visiting Minister in January has published an 
amazing book of poetry entitled, “Love Beyond God: Medita-
tions.” (Skinner House Books, 2016; uuabookstore.org)  
 
 

The poetry is featured in the Summer, 2016 issue of “UU 
World”  and Adam has also kindly given us permission to re-
print one of the poems, “Black Male Body.”   
 
 

The poems have been described as “powerful, poignant and 
prophetic.” 
 
 

Considered to be “one of the rising literary talents in Unitar-
ian Universalism today,” Adam is also an activist and an edu-
cator who currently leads the California Equity Ministry Net-
work.  (Charlotte Morgan) 
 

Adam with ADORE co-chair Allison Jacobs 

 

Adam Dyer Publishes A Book of Poetry 
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Upcoming Services 
First Unitarian Church of Honolulu, 
2500 Pali Hwy 
http://www.unitariansofhi.org/ 

 
Rev. Ben Meyers 

Sunday, August 7, 10:00 am 
Bumper Sticker Theology  

By Rev. Ben Meyers 
 

The Jewish mystic, Hillel, a con-
temporary of Jesus, said the entire 
law of how to live rightly and justly 
should be kept simple enough to 
recite while standing on one 
foot.  Not only rabbis, priests and 
prophets, but all believers have 
something to say about the spiritu-
al path. This sermon is a light-
hearted drive to the heart of the 
matter, religiously speaking. 
 

Worship Associate:  Russell  
         Castagnaro 
Greeters:  Nancy Mower, Rick    
     Mower 
Decorator : TBA 
Parking:  TBA   
Hospitality:   Marie Anne 
A/V Tech:  Rick Stanley 
  

Sunday, August 14, 10:00 am 
The Blessings of Imperfection  

By Rev. Ben Meyers.  
 

The world is not a perfect place, 
and mistakes are inevitable. It was 
the great hockey player, Wayne 
Gretsky, who said, “You miss 
100% of the shots you don’t 
take.” (What he didn’t mention is 
that even if you are very, very 
good, you still miss 70% of the 
shots you do take!)  Some of the 
most important lessons in life are 
those that come through the grace 

of failure. This sermon is about learn-
ing to love these lessons in order to 
find the blessings of our imperfections. 
 

Worship Associate:  Bill Scarvie &  
         Eleanor Kleiber 
Greeters:  Lee Curran, Judith Clark 
Decorator:  Martina Queenth 
Parking:  Dan Curran 
Hospitality:   Sue Greene 
A/V Tech:  Paul Marshall 
  

Jill Rabinov &  Allison Jacobs 

 
Sunday, August 21, 10:00 am 

A DIALOGUE ON RACE &  
ETHNICITY (A.D.O.R.E) 

By Jill Rabinov and Allison Jacobs 
 

Join us to hear testimonies about 
A.D.O.R.E., our group that is commit-
ted to seeking and facing the truths 
about race and multicultural issues in 
our nation.  Our passion and goal is to 
find ways to stand up for racial justice, 
which is so long overdue, as is evi-
denced daily in our news. Come and 
learn about how, together, we are tak-
ing this very important spiritual jour-
ney, a journey that is crucial in healing 
our nation and, ultimately, reclaiming 
our humanity.  
 

Worship Associate:  Martina Queenth 
Greeters:  Junko Davis, Molly 
     Rowland 
Decorator:  Theresa Moorleghen 
Parking:  Blake Porter 
Hospitality:   Sue Greene 
A/V Tech:   Jim Cooper 

 

Gov. Neil Abercrombie 

Sunday, August 28, 10:00 am 
Community Engagement as 

Spiritual Practice 
By Gov. Neil Abercrombie 

 

Former Gov. Neil Abercrombie will join 
us this morning.  In addition to Gov. 
Abercrombie's decades of serving the 
people of Hawaii as State Legislator, 
Congressman in Washington and Gov-
ernor of Hawaii, he is a critical thinker 
and philosopher.  He has much to 
share with us as we consider how en-
gaged we must be to make the world a 
place we want to raise our children. 
 

Worship Associate:  Catherine Graham 
         & Russell 
         Castagnaro 
Greeters:  Gene Parola & Shirley 
      Parola 
Decorator:  TBA    
Parking:  Michael Brockert 
Hospitality:  Sue Greene 
A/V Tech:  Ian Valasek 
  
Leeward Campus 
 

Unitarian universalist Leeward 
Ohana 
http://www.unitariansofhi.org/ 
 
 

Saturday, September 10, 5:00 pm  
 

Our next Service will be at the home of 
Sue and Dan Carpenter in Waianae.   
   

For more information, please contact 
Charlotte Morgan,
(lottefish@msn.com). 
 

Deborah Bond-Upson
Caroline Eaton
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Big Island Services   http://hiuu.weebly.com/ 

Unitarian Universalists of 
West Hawaii 

Meets every second and fourth 
Sunday, at 4:00 pm, in Kailua-
Kona. 
Address: Sadie Seymour Gardens   
    (Outdoor Circle) 
                76-6280 Kuakini Hwy 
                Kailua-Kona 
Facebook: Unitarian Universalists 
                  of West Hawaii 
Phone: 808-640-4485 
Website: www.uuwesthawaii.org 
 
 

Hilo Unitarian Roundtable 
Meets every Sunday at 9:30 am in 
Hilo 
Email: short@hawaiiantel.net 

Songs, Rounds and Chants of Power, Peace 
and Promise for All Ages 

 

“Those who sing, pray twice.” 
St. Francis of Assisi 

 

You are invited to a fun evening with Ben 
Meyers, our August Minister in Residence. 

Ben will give an intergenerational, 
musical workshop on  

 

Saturday, August 6, from 2:30-4:30 pm, at Church 
 

during which he will share songs that delight and 
inspire and help you know the power of making 

simple, beautiful music with other singers.   
We will sing and learn a variety of songs from many 
cultures, genres and for use at most any occasion, 
as well as the stories, history and context behind 

them that bring personal meaning and deeper understanding to the art and magic of the 
human voice in song.  

 

Rev. Ben has a passion for music rooted in a musical family, fostered with formal 
training, and seasoned by a lifetime of getting people to sing together. 

All are welcome to join in this afternoon of uplift, healing and empowerment. 
He is a wonderful UU music director and you are sure to enjoy this melodic workshop. 

Unitarian Universalists of Puna 
Meets every Sunday at 10:30 am 
in Hawaiian Paradise Park 
Address: 15-1791 14th Ave., HPP 
Paradise Dr. off Hwy 130, 
Right on 14th 
Facebook: facebook.com/UUPuna 
Phone: 808-966-7852 
Website: www.uupuna.com 

 

Please send your thoughts to our 
Board: 
 

Bob Jacobson, 
jacobs@hawaiianisp.com 
 

Cathy Young, 4camyoung@gmail.com 
 

Jenna Way, jennaway@gmail.com 
 

Jessie Wenner, j.wenner@gmail.com 

Want to Learn a New Skill??? 
Contact the Newsletter Gang at 

fuch-newsletter-team@googlegroups.com. 
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We regret to announce that Zeal  Okogeri will not be join-
ing us as the next DLRE.  
 

In a joint decision by the President of the Board, (ratified 
by the Executive Committee) and members of the DLRE 
search committee it was felt that, upon reassessment of 

From the President 
his qualifications, he did not have the requisite 
experience working with children.  
 

The RE Team will reopen the search and hope to have 
another candidate hired soon.  
 

In the meantime, the amazing Katie has ensured the 
future success of the RE program. She has a savvy 
team of trained volunteers, a good curricula in play, and 
a steady and knowledgeable team of Co-Chairs in Jeff 
Gillis-Davis and Nate Sanchez. 
 

Aloha, 
Margaret Mann 
 

808/265-6551 
Skype address margaret-mann  
http://www.adramaticallydifferentdirection.com 

 

 

Personnel News 
by 

Margaret Mann 
President of the  

Board 

Meet Our New Office Administrator:  Suzette Tom 

 

I’m excited to join the staff of First Unitarian. Everything I’ve heard about the church’s 
beliefs, guiding principles, and history of social justice is tremendously inspiring, and 
very compatible with my own spiritual journey.  
 

The thought of being able to turn my skills to serve an organization that does as much 
for the community as First Unitarian Church seems very rewarding. 
 

My career path has been a varied one. My degree is in Animal Technology, and I’ve 
worked in everything from a veterinarian’s office to a tuxedo rental company.  
 

The last 30 years have been at First Hawaiian Bank, as I worked my way up from a 
teller to a web developer on the company’s intranet. I’m very familiar with the corporate 
environment, but am looking forward to working at a job that more directly interacts 
with the community.   
    

(Photo provided by Suzette Tom) 

UU’s to Elect a 
New President in 

June, 2017 
 

The candidates standing for election 
in 2017 to be the next President of 
the Unitarian Universalist Associa-
tion participated in their first General 
Assembly forum at the General Assembly in Columbus, 
Ohio, on Saturday, June 25, 2016.   
 

They shared their respective vision of the future and 
General Assembly attendees had the opportunity to ask 
questions. Moderated by Rev. Manish Mishra-Marzetti, 
you can watch the forum online at  http://www.uua.org/
ga/off-site/2016/business/presidential-candidates-forum 
 

You can also acquaint yourself with the candidates via 
their websites: 
 

Rev. Susan Frederick Gray: 
www.susanfrederickgray.com 
Rev. Jeanne Pupke:  www.jeannepupke.com 
Rev. Alison Miller: www.alisonforuuapresident.org 
 

(Carla Allison) 

New Driveway Entrance Sign 
 

The Aesthetics Team facilitated the design and 
shared 1/4 the cost of the new entryway sign with 
Gallery on the Pali, Building and Grounds and Sof 
Ma’aarav. A portion of the discarded old sign can be 
seen in the background. (Janice Davis)  
(Photo by Janice Davis) 



Letter from the President ... Margaret Mann 
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  To Audit or Not to Audit…  
 

I have to admit that I was a bit dismayed with the deci-
sion at the Annual Meeting to unbalance the budget and 
eliminate the proposed audit.  
 

The Board is responsible for maintaining a fiscally re-
sponsible budget, the only entity charged to do so. A 
number of people who you know and trust worked very 
hard to do their duty to present a fiscally sound budget to 
you.  
 

The Finance Committee of Tom Lynch, David Davis, 
Mark Brasher, Sue Yamane-Carpenter, and Treasurer 
Marie Anne took their charge from the Board to present a 
balanced budget very seriously. They considered the 
impact a deficit budget on our chances of getting grant 
money and what impact of continuing to have a deficit 
budget would have on a potential settled minister. They 
also talked long and hard about how it is the most sensi-
ble, right thing to do and recommended by every text 
book, every management consultant to have a balanced 
budget.  
 

I trust that most of you live within your means and not on 
your credit cards, the same goes for the church, it is the 
grown up, responsible thing to do.   
  

The Personnel Task Force that recommended a quarter-
time Music Director was made up of Carla Allison, Katie 
Ackerman, Lisa Gillis-Davis, Susan Lebo, Tom Lynch 
and myself.  We studied carefully the analysis done by 
Katie incorporating the appropriate staffing level guide-
lines from UUA and her in depth interviews with each 
member of the staff about their job duties. These deci-
sions were not made in a vacuum and it was dishearten-
ing to see the budget unbalanced by some $9,000 by 
folks who perhaps had not studied the issues as thor-
oughly…but I suspect it was really fueled out of loyalty to 
a staff member, which I understand and sympathize 
with. A staff member, who by the way, had already 
agreed to the quarter-time position.   
 

I think this all my fault. I think I did not do a good job of 
educating you and letting you know about all the pro-

cesses and all the hard work that had gone into develop-
ing the balanced budget and the recommendation for an 
audit. We especially (evidently) didn’t make clear how an 
audit can benefit an organization.  
 

Most of you have only experienced an audit at the hands 
of the IRS, nightmarish and much dreaded event. But, an 
audit of a non-profit is something quite different. The au-
dits I received in my working years in small non-profits 
were the most helpful management advice I ever re-
ceived. It was like taking a car in for a tune-up where an 
expert mechanic made the car run better.  
 

That is what an audit can do for us…it is not about looking 
to see if anyone embezzled money (I am sure no one 
has) and it is not passing judgement on Sue Yamane-
Carpenter’s bookkeeping. The audit will result in sugges-
tions to help us run our bookkeeping systems more effi-
ciently, more securely and give us a certified 
“checkup” like at the dentist! I have located an auditor 
who specializes in church audits and we have been trying 
to coordinate our schedules to bring him in to give us an 
estimate.  
 

The need for an audit is not going to go away.  

Leanne, Karen and Margaret enjoy a conversation in the 
Sanctuary.                                                    (Photo by C. Morgan) 

REVEALED: Church Fundraising Plots 

A Beautiful Resting Place 
 

A former UU member who has moved to the Mainland 
has donated 2 beautiful cemetery plots to the church to 
sell.  The plots are Bay View plots, side by side, in the 
Hawaiian Memorial Gardens in Kaneohe.   
 

They are for one casket each but can be upgraded to 
hold 2 caskets each or up to 4 urns each.   
 

We are asking $3500 for each.  They retail for $8300 
each.  Attached is a photo of the view from the plots.  
 

For more information, please contact Catherine Graham 
(dreamaloha@hawaii.rr.com; 808-741-4317). 
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Our Amazing Mission Ministry Team 

Mahalo to Mission Ministry Team Founders:  
Jill Rabinov, Sue Yamane-Carpenter and Jim Cooper 

 

Four years ago, with the endorsement of our 
Church Board and the support of our Minister 
Rev Dr Jonipher Kupono Kwong, the Mission 
Ministry Team was launched.   
 

The major premise of the Mission Ministry Team 
is that Ministry is what we do together as Mem-
bers of this Church; this is our spiritual work and 
practice. The success of this ministry to accom-
plish our mission rests as much with us, the con-
gregants, as it does with professional ministers 
and staff.  The primary objectives of the Mission 
Ministry Team are: 

1. To assess the whole of our ministry, which 

includes the professional and lay leadership, our 
teams and committees 
2. To educate through assessment feedback to 

improve the effectiveness of our ministry and to 
monitor the progress of the individual ministries and church congregation toward reaching our mission. 

 

Sue, Jim and Jill’s accomplishments are many.  We have them to thank for building a strong foundation and pathway for 
future Mission Ministry Team members to build upon and follow.   
 

Of great significance and most visible to the congregation was their work in leading us through the design, development 
and adoption of the Covenant of Right Relations. 
 

Developing our Covenant of Right Relations was an im-
portant step in clarifying our expectations and creating a 
safe environment for working together.  “Covenant is Latin 
for come together and means a solemn agreement or prom-
ise from the heart regarding a course of action between 
parties. Our Covenant of Right Relations reflects the needs 
and best wishes of a variety of groups – from our Board to 
our teams and committees to staff to how members of our 
entire congregation agree to conduct ourselves with one 
another.”    
 

Thanks to Jim, Jill and Sue, we have a covenant we can 
use for building and maintaining trust here.  The Mission 
Ministry Team’s goal for the upcoming church year is to 
assist the Board, teams and committees in deepening our 
practice of our covenant. 
 

Another significant accomplishment was the November 
2015 Racial Justice Workshop with Paula Cole Jones.  Ear-
ly in 2015, Sue, Jill and Jim saw the need and opportunity 
to bring racial justice education to our church and they 
spent many months coordinating with Paula to produce her 
workshop here. Paula, a lifelong member of All Souls Unitarian Church in Washington, DC and founder of ADORE, A 
Dialogue on Race and Ethnicity, led a well attended and impactful series.   
 

From our work with Paula, our own ADORE group was launched. Thank you Jim, Jill and Sue for your foresight in rec-
ognizing the opportunity for learning that Paula’s work could bring to First Unitarian.  And tons of thanks to Jill!  As Jill 
stepped out of the Mission Ministry Team, she stepped into establishing and co-leading our ADORE group. 
 

While much of the work of the Mission Ministry Team is behind the scenes, the Covenant of Right Relations and our 
active ADORE group are vibrant and visible examples of Jim, Jill and Sue’s contribution to our Church ‘Ohana.  
 

Next time you see them, please thank them for their service. 

Outgoing Mission Ministry Team: Jill Rabinov, Jim Cooper &  
Sue Yamane-Carpenter 

Current Mission Ministry Team: Blake Porter, 
Junko Davis, Sheila O’Keefe & Carla Allison 



Living Right Relations  
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Our Covenant in Action 
 

Your Mission Ministry Team is at your service as we 

launch this new church year.   
 

Aimed at assisting us all in developing the skills to 

live our Covenant of Right Relations, 

we offer this quick reference tool.   
 

Incorporate its use into regular team 

and committee meetings. 
 

Refer to it when preparing for potentially 

challenging discussions. 
 

Create opportunities to practice so skills are honed 

and ready when situations arise. 

 

Contact the Mission Ministry Team if you would like 

assistance in practicing with your team/committee. 
 

Let’s ensure the commitments we’ve made to 

each other in our Covenant live as we go about 

our day to day church ‘ohana activities. 
 

 

Mission Ministry Team: 

Carla Allison, 

Junko Davis 

Sheila O’Keefe 

Blake Porter 
 

 

FUCH-Mission-Ministry-Team@googlegroups.com 



Chalice Circles: A Design of Deep Listening 
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Irrational feelings make sense 

when 

we understand what’s behind 

them. 

Perhaps that’s why prayer 

works 

sometimes, for some people… 

because God is mute and 

doesn’t 

give advice or try to fix things. 

He/She just listens and 

lets you work it out yourself. 

So please listen and just hear 

me 

and if you want to talk, 

wait a minute for your turn… 

and I’ll listen to you. 

 

An Appeal 

by an 

Unknown Author 
 

 

Listen 
 

When I ask you to listen to me 
 

and you start giving me advice, 
 

you have not done what I asked. 

When I ask you to listen to me 

and you begin to tell me why 

I shouldn’t feel that way, 

you are trampling on my feelings. 

When I ask you to listen to me 

and you think you have to do 

something 

to solve my problem 

you have failed me, 

strange as that may seem. 

Listen!  All I asked was that you 

listen, 

not talk or do…just hear me. 

Advice is cheap; 25 cents will get 

you both Dear Abby and Billy 

Graham 

in the same newspaper. 

And I can do that myself. 

I am not helpless, 

maybe discouraged and faltering, 

but not helpless. 

When you do something for me 

that I can do for myself, 

you contribute to my fear 

and inadequacy. 

But when you accept as a simple 

fact 

that I do feel what I feel, 

no matter how irrational, 

then I can quit trying to convince 

you 

and can get about the business 

of understanding 

what’s behind this irrational 

feeling. 

And when it’s clear, the answers 

are obvious and I don’t need 

advice. 

 

Join the Chalice Circle Listening Hearts  
 

Connect with others via deep sharing and deep listening while bene-

fiting from being part of a caring community of Unitarian Universal-

ists and friends.  
 

Always open to new members, Chalice Circles are 5--10 people 

who meet twice a month for two hours to explore preselected topics.  
 

Membership requires commitment to regular attendance twice each 

month through December 2016.  
 

Want to find out how to become a participant?  
 

Become a Chalice Circle Facilitator?  
 

Host a group? Contact Carla or Heather.  

 

Locations, Dates & Times  

Hawaii Kai: 2nd & 4th Mondays @ 6:30 - 8:30 pm w/Facilitators Carla Allison, Meghan Bundtzen & Lee Curran 
Kaka’ako: 1st  & 3rd Mondays @ 6:30 -- 8:30 pm w/Facilitators Catherine Graham  
Nu’uanu: 2nd & 4th Tuesdays @ 10:00 am - 12:00 pm w/Facilitator Martina Queenth 
Town: 2nd & 4th Fridays @ 6:30 – 8:30pm w/Facilitator Blake Porter 

Contact: Carla Allison | cbm@hawaii.rr.com | 396-1488  

Heather Lemkelde | hlemkelde@gmail.com | 462-7860  
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Art, Music, Literature & More 

Book Group 
 

 

Wednesday, August 3, 
7:00 pm 

Fred Harper Room 
We will discuss The Bridge 
of San Luis Rey by 
Thornton Wilder. In this 
classic novel, a monk who 
witnesses the deaths of 5 
people in the 1714 col-
lapse of the of the finest 
bridge in Peru undertakes 
a quest to prove divine in-
tervention caused the col-
lapse. 
 

 
Wednesday, September 7, 

7:00 pm 
Fred Harper Room 

We will discuss H Is for 
Hawk by Helen Macdonald 
where the author describes 
how her life fell apart after 
the death of her beloved 
father, but by focusing on 
training a wild hawk to hunt 
on command she succeed-
ed in training her own spirit 
to embrace life. 
 

(Roger Wickenden) 

 

Gallery on the Pali (GOTP) presents  
Just Another Day In Hawai'i  
by Esperance Rakotonirina 

  

Honolulu's GOTP announces an exhibition of artwork by 
Honolulu artist Esperance Rakotonirina.  

 

The exhibition will run from  
August 14, 2016 to September 15, 2016 at GOTP, 

located inside the First Unitarian Church (2500 Pali Highway). 
 

There will be an artist's reception on 
Saturday August 20, 2016 from 6:00 to 8:00 pm.   

The public is invited. 
 

Esperance Rakotonirina grew up on the island of Madagascar and moved to Hawai'i in 2010 with his wife. Acrylic is his 
favorite medium. He likes to paint and says it is his passion. He prefers to focus on nature and endangered wildlife 
of Hawai'i in a realistic style. He is a member of the Association of Hawaii Artists and Windward Artists Guild. 
 

There is no admission charge and parking is convenient and free. 
The Gallery is open Tuesday through Friday from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm, weekends from  2:00 pm to 6:00 pm.  

For more  information, please call the First Unitarian Church Office at (808) 595-4047 
or email gallery@unitariansohi.org  

                                                or check our website at unitariansofhi.org/exhibits     (Marshall Heaney) 

 
 

Song 
Of 

The 
Month 

 
 
 

 
Hello Friends & Members of First Unitarian, 
 

The Song of the Month for August is The Oneness of Every-
thing, words and music by Jim Scott. It is #1052, in Sing-
ing the Journey, the Teal Book. 
 

Aloha,  Dennis 
Music Director 
First Unitarian Church of Honolulu 
 

Dennis' music is available at: 
http://www.cdbaby.com/cd/dgraue 
http://www.cdbaby.com/cd/dgraue2 
http:/www.cdbaby.com/cd/dgraue3 
 

Go to www.dennisgraue.com to check out Dennis’ latest CD, 
Graunded. If you like easy listening, smooth jazz, this 
CD may be for you.                                                                                                          (Photo by C. Morgan) 

 

Opera Night Out is on page 21 
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Social Justice Program of the First Unitarian Church of Honolulu 

need the freedom to make decisions about reproductive 
health!   

Please see  
http://www.ppvotesnw.net/our-policy-possitions/ 

for more information. 
 
SHARED EVENTS for August-October 2016 
First Unitarian needs action, and Planned Parenthood 
needs volunteers – let’s do this! 
 

Voter Registration Campaign 
From August 16 through October 5, how about partnering 
with Planned Parenthood for Voter Registration this year!  
Activities will include the following, locations/times TBD: 
 

Tuesday, August 16 – Direct Voter Contact Training 
 

Wednesday, September 7 – Voter Engagement  
                     Phone Bank 
 

Tuesday, September 27 – National Voter Registration 
   Day Canvassing 
 

Wednesday, October 5 –  
Voter Engagement Phone 
Bank. 

 

Friday, August 26 – Wom-
en’s Equality Day Celebra-
tion 
Event details TBD 
 

September 
Planned Parenthood and First 
Unitarian plan to co-sponsor a 
community movie screening 
one evening in September, 
event details TBD. 
 
Sunday, October 16 – 
Planned Parenthood’s 100th 
Anniversary!  
Event details TBD. 
 
Saturday, October 22 – 
Pride Parade 
Planned Parenthood will be 
tabling at the festival and 

walking in the parade, as will First Unitarian! 
 
THE SOCIAL JUSTICE COUNCIL is the leadership 
team of the Social Justice Program of the First Unitarian 
Church of Honolulu.  The Program as a whole engages 
our Congregation inwardly and our Community outwardly 
in responsible and effective social action.  The Council 
meets on the FIRST WEDNESDAY of every month at 
6:30 pm in the Gallery.  The Council’s Economic Justice 
Action Group (EJAG) meets on the Third Sunday of eve-
ry month at 11:30 am in the Sanctuary.  All visitors wel-
comed.  Contact sjc@unitariansofhi.org or 808-595-4047 
or see http://www.unitariansofhi.org/social-justice for 
more information about Social Justice at the First Unitari-
an Church of Honolulu. 
 

PRINCIPLES IN PARTNERSHIP: Planned 
Parenthood and First Unitarian 
 

In 1987, we adopted the following Resolution: “BE IT RE-
SOLVED THAT the First Unitarian Church of Honolulu 
opposes all attempts to restrict access to reproductive 
information and endorses freedom of reproductive choice 
for all individuals, regardless of age or economic circum-
stances.”  As our Education Equity action continues (see 
also Deborah Bond-Upson’s Education article in this 
Newsletter), we celebrate our shared values and long 
partnership with Planned Parenthood, starting with the 
following July “Fifth Sunday” activities and continuing 
through October: 
 

Sunday, July 24, 10:00 am 
“Love and Reproduction in the Time of Zika” 
by Elaine Rossi 
Planned Parenthood Hawaii former president, our own 
Elaine Rossi, shared the moral 
challenges that family planning 
faces, and the stakes are rising.  
Money is available, but pro-
gress remains slow for the poor, 
for young women, and for rural 
populations.  Zika impacts on 
thousands of babies and lack of 
access to family planning ser-
vices can devastate families 
and health budgets.  How can 
we help to meet these challeng-
es? 
 

Fifth Sunday, July 31, 
11:30 am 
Planned Parenthood and First 
Unitarian – Principles in 
Partnership 
First Unitarian hosted a Fifth 
Sunday Panel featuring 
Planned Parenthood leadership.  
Panelists included Laurie Field, 
Legislative Director and Public 
Affairs Manager; Michelle 
Pellersels, Health Education; 
Cindy Muir, Honolulu Health Center Manager; Ashley 
Gandiza, Regional Field Organizer; with our own Sheila 
O'Keefe, Development Officer - Major Gifts as moderator.  
If you support unrestricted access to information and free-
dom of reproductive choice, this Fifth Sunday Panel was 
for you! 
 

PLANNED PARENTHOOD protects reproductive 
health, rights, and justice by advocating for public policies 
that guarantee the right to choice with full access to repro-
ductive health care and by promoting a social and political 
climate favorable to the exercise of reproductive choice.  
Planned Parenthood maintains policy positions on Health 
Care Reform and Women, Birth Control and Preventive 
Care, Sex Education, Abortion Access, Opposing Attacks 
on Women’s Health, and Reproductive Justice.  All people 
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Social Justice Update On the Year of Education Urgencies... 

Report by Deborah Bond-Upson 

KALANI HS, August 10, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 
CASTLE HS, September 7, 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm  
MOANALUA HS, September 14, 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
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Exciting Outdoor (& Indoor) Opportunities 

An Invitation From 
Building & Grounds (B&G) 

 

Join the B&G Gang and Chalice Circle Volunteers help spruce 
up our beloved Church 

 

Saturday, August 27, 1:00 to 5:00 pm 
 

Choose your favorite activity from those 
available on Saturday: 

OUTSIDE….. 
 

___Finish painting entryway wall adjacent to main 
      entry area steps 
 

___Wash exterior windows/screens – in Gallery and outside 
      FHR/office 
 

___Clear debris and remove koa haole trees above 
      Pali Highway side wall 
 

___Pull vines from hedges along fence lines 
 

___Spud and spray grass and weeds from pavement  
      areas and along base of building 
 

___Sweep out and clean porte cochere area 
 

___Cut back brassaia trees fronting Niolopa Place 
 

___Remove dead arica palm fronds between building and 
      Niolopa Place 
 

___Clean storage area between curved mock orange 
      hedge and building 
 

___Trim bushes for parking spaces near driveway  
      entrance (along neighbor’s fence and by small wall  
      outside gallery) 
 

___Clean out and wash down trashcan area 
 

___Wash floor mats at entry points 
 

___Install non-slip coating on back door steps 
 

___Wash exterior walls by front steps of port cochere 
 

INSIDE/BUILDING….. 
 

___Wash chairs in sanctuary 
___Wash interior window surfaces with water  
      (no chemicals) in gallery and sanctuary 
 

___Clean all exposed hardwood floor areas 
 

___Wash folding tables in sanctuary and kitchen area 
 

___Clean debris from jambs, sills, and lintels of  
       windows and doors 
 

___Spot paint jambs, sills, and lintels of windows  
      and doors 
 

___Spot clean smudges from hand prints in areas  
      where stains have developed (e.g., the rear door,  
      light switch panels) 
 

___Clean floor in powder room and rear toilet 
 

___Clean refrigerators 
 

___Clean back kitchen counters/stove/floor 
 

___Clean front kitchen counters/cabinets/floor  
 

Snacks and beverages are provided and 
all food contributions are gratefully accepted. 

Tools and gloves are available or 
bring your favorites. 

(Building & Grounds) 

Work Party News 
 

Our June 25 Work Party did not attract as many 
volunteers as usual, but those who came did a lot 
in our quest to keep our church building and 
grounds clean and in good repair.   
 

Thanks to Carla, Lee, Janice, Lisa, Kay, Don, Al, 
and Molly, windows were washed, refrigerators 
cleaned, chairs and woodwork were wiped off, the 
office floor was refinished and bags of green waste 
were produced. 
 

Our next Work Party is scheduled for 
Saturday, August 27,  
from 1:00 to 5:00pm.   

 

We hope to see many more of you there. It is an 
easy way to provide service to the church and get 
to know other members of the congregation as we 
work together.  
 

We try to offer tasks to suit all levels of strength 
and skill, and we offer cold drinks and pupus at the 
end of the day.    (Molly Rowland) 

Junko gets those 
chairs clean even with 

crutches. 

 
Robert trims the 

bushes to 
Perfection. 

 

Alan gives a  
“Good Job” 

shaka  

(Photos by C. Morgan) 
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 Only One More ADORE Book Study Workshop Left 

 

ADORE (A Dialogue On Race and Ethnicity) will hold one more study session on 
 

Sunday,  August 14, 11:30 am -1:00 pm, 
in the First Unitarian Sanctuary. 

 

The discussion will be lead by Lee Curran and Allison Jacobs. 
 

We will discuss the UUA Common Read, "Just Mercy" by Bryan Stevenson, an attorney 
who founded the Equal Justice Initiative and has dedicated his practice to "defending the 
poor, the wrongly condemned, and those trapped in the furthest reaches of our criminal 
justice system." This book is the story of Mr. Stevenson's struggle in the defense of Walter 
McMillian, "a young man sentenced to die for a notorious murder he didn't commit."  
 

We encourage you to order the book or get it from the library and read it in advance of the 
discussion sessions.  
 

Also, there are several videos on YouTube of Bryan Stevenson speaking about "Just Mer-
cy," including a TED Talk.  
 

Reading and discussions about this book will continue to raise our awareness about the 
unfairness so prevalent in our criminal justice system.  
 

The more we learn, the more empowered we will be to 
make positive changes!  

Save These Dates For the Fall 
Adore Schedule… 

 

September 25th,12:30-2:30 pm 
After 4th Sunday Lunch 

 

October 23rd,12:30-2:30 pm 
After 4th Sunday Lunch 

 

November 20th,11:30 am-1:30 pm 
We will have pizza. 

 

(All dates are on Sundays.) 

Sue Greene 
Throwing In The Towel!?!?! 

(More on page 19) 

Everything Is Better 
When Shared 

Especially Hindu 
Meditation  

 

A synergy of energy takes place 
when people meditate togeth-
er.  Are you a beginner having 
trouble getting started or experi-
enced and seeking connection 
and support in your meditation 
practice?   

We have it all for you!   
 

If you are a beginner or not getting enough out of your meditations, you 
may want to try the Hindu Hong-Sau technique.  Get started toward more in
-depth meditations by practicing this technique and then later advance to 
other Hindu Meditation practices and Raja Yoga.   
 

Feel free to practice your own meditation ritual if it is working well for you, 
otherwise ask us and we will be very happy to facilitate your growth.  
 

We begin each Sunday in the Fred Harper Room at 9:00 am with First Uni-
tarian Church Members Nohemi and Michael Lewis of Ananda expertly fa-
cilitating instruction in the Hindu Hong-Sau technique until 9:25am.   
 

For information on this technique visit  
https://www.ananda.org/meditation/getting-started/how-to-meditate/    
  

Drop by for Self-guided Open Meditation 9:15 to 9:45 am 
each Sunday in the Fred Harper Room.    

Advanced Hindu Meditation Class and Meditations will meet Thursdays 
at 7:00 pm in a (quiet) Private Library in Hawaii Kai.   

Contact Nohemi and Michael Lewis for details 200-2777 
or cell 760-529-2776  

Meditation 
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OWL...Our Whole Lives 

The First Unitarian Church of Honolulu  
Presents  

 

Our Whole Lives 
Human Sexuality Education  

for 4th, 5th and 6th Graders & their Parents  
Fall, 2016  

  

Mandatory Organizing Meeting, 
for Adults only: 

Sunday, September 25, 1:00 – 4:00 pm 
 

Room #1 at the 
First Unitarian Church of Honolulu  

 

Program: 
Sundays, October 2 – November 27,  1:00 – 3:00 pm 

 

The topics included in the 
Fourth - Fifth – Sixth Grade 
curriculum are as fol-
lows:   Values and Sexuality, 
Family Relationships, Puberty: 
Physical and Emotional 
Changes, Lovemaking and 
Reproduction, Health and 
Safety, Communication, and 
Decision Making.    
 

Program Goals and Values  
Our Whole Lives is a posi-

tive, comprehensive, 
and age-appropriate educa-

tional program that 
promotes sexual health and 

is informed by the guide-
lines of the Sexuality Infor-

mation Council of the  
United States [SIECUS].   

 

The curricula are based on four primary goals: to pro-
vide accurate, developmentally appropriate information; 
to increase self-esteem and understand relationships 
with and responsibilities toward others, to develop inter-
personal skills including communication, decision mak-
ing and problem solving, and to teach responsibility for 
personal health and safety.  
 

The Values underlying this curriculum are:  
 

All children should be loved and cared for, respected 
and valued as unique individuals.  
 

Sexuality is a natural and healthy part of living.  Children 
learn about sexuality beginning at birth and continue to 
learn throughout their lives.  
  

Children learn about sexuality from how people touch 
them, talk with them, and expect them to behave as 
males and females.  The messages that children re-
ceive affect their future attitudes, values, and behav-
iors.  
 

Information about sexuality, human development, and 
sexual health should be presented to children in posi-

tive, accurate, and develop-
mentally appropriate ways.  
  

Parents are their children’s 
most important sexuality edu-
cators.  The larger communi-
ty of educators, caregivers, 
and health professionals can 
also have a positive influence 
on children’s sexual health.    
  

Mandatory Organizing 
Meeting for Parents:  

Sunday, September 25, 
1:00 – 4:00 pm in Room #1  
  
The Goals of this program 
are:  

 

1.  To strengthen and support each child’s sense of self 
and self-esteem.  
  

2.  To help children understand the place of sexuality in 
human life and loving.  
 

3.  To help children recognize and appreciate their 
bodies as good and beautiful, private and special.  
  

4.  To help children gain understanding and accurate 
information about human sexuality, reproduction and 
gender identification.  
 

5.  To help children prepare for the normal changes 
they will experience as they grow and develop.  
  

6.  To help children develop interpersonal skills that will 
keep them safe and healthy.  
  

7.  To help children learn to make decisions that  
respect themselves and others and that anticipate  
possible consequences.  
 

8.  To engage families with the Our Whole 
Lives program in open communication about all life 
questions. [From the Our Whole Lives Leaders’ Guide]  
  

Where does the Our Whole Lives program come 
from?  
 

This curriculum is one of the six programs in the Our 
Whole Lives lifespan sexuality education series pub-
lished jointly by the Unitarian Universalist Association 
and the United Church Board for Homeland Ministries.   
 

Although the Our Whole Lives curricula were developed 
by two religious organizations, the programs are com-
pletely secular and free of specific religious doctrine or 
reference.   
 

Other curricula in this series are available for grades 7 - 
9, grades 10 - 12, and Young Adults and Adults.  The 
title, Our Whole Lives, expresses our belief that sexuali-
ty education is a lifelong process of acquiring infor-
mation and forming attitudes and values about identity 
and relationships, intimacy and health.   [From the Intro-
duction to the Leaders’ Guide]  
 

(Continued on page 15)                            (Photos by C. Morgan) 

Program Coordinator, 
Gabe  Tiogangco 

Is also a member of 
the Church Choir 

 

Program Coordinator, 
Nan Kleiber 
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IN MEMORIUM  

 

TOM WILSON 
died in April from 

complications of a long and valiant 
battle with cancer. 

A Service in Celebration of Life 
will be held 

4:00 pm, Sunday, August 14, 2016 
at the 

First Unitarian Church of Honolulu  
Rev. Ben Myers 

will officiate 
 

Tom came to Hawaii in 1982 to study Energy Economics at the East
-West Center (UH) where he earned a Master’s degree in 1988.  His 
company moved to San Francisco in 1990, but Tom continued to 
travel back to Hawaii to visit friends.   
 

On one of these visits he met Mary MacKay and in 1997 they were 
married in this Church in the joyful company of friends and family.   

 

Tom loved music and sang with the choir whenever possible.   
 

Tom and Mary were avid hikers and campers and have many wonderful memories of Church campouts at Erdman, 
Mokulēʻia, and Kōkeʻe.  He was always ready with a paintbrush and roller and generally available when a helping 
hand was in order.  He loved to cook and organized food for the Church’s 50th Anniversary Celebration as well many 
potluck contributions through the years.  Tom loved the universe of ideas and lively discussion on a wide range of  
topics.   
 

Most of all, he loved life and the many wonderful friends that accompanied his journey.  A hui hou. Mary Mackay 
 
(Photo provided by Mary Mackay) 

 

Marshal & Sue ask: 
“What is to become of Hospitality?” 

Check out page 19 for the answer  

OWL...Our Whole Lives 
(Continued from page 14) 

  

Program Leaders  
The folks who lead the OWL 
programs are dedicated volun-
teers who receive special train-
ing on how to facilitate these 
classes.  The programs are 
always taught by a team of vol-
unteers, some of whom work 
with the children and some with 
parents.    
 

Questions?  
If you have questions about the OWL Program, or want 
to let us know that your family will be participating in the 
4th – 5th – 6th Grade OWL Program, please email  
 

Nan Kleiber [nankleiber44@gmail.com] or 
Gabe Tiogangco  [gabetio@yahoo.com]. 

 

Nan will be traveling, so email may take a while to hear 
back from her.    
 

Go to www.unitariansofhi.org/sexualityeducation, 
find the information on this Program, and send us 
your information [and money!]  THANKS!  
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ALOHA 

Mahalo Jenn 
 

On May 27, our amazing Office Manager, 
Jennifer Kane sent our her last Weekly Bulle-
tin, uploaded her last Church Newsletter, and 
copied her last Order of Service.  For over 
four years, Jenn has been the “go to” person 
for all Church Office activities.  
 

To give Jenn a proper send-off, on May 24th, 
Friends and Members of our Church held a 
farewell party for her.  
 

Jenn will be starting 
a full time job at her 
family’s business. 
We send our heart 
felt best wishes to 
Jenn and a very sin-
cere “mahalo” for all 
she has done to en-
sure that our Church 
operates efficiently. 
(Charlotte Morgan) 

Karen, Jenn & Faithful Companion 

Nancy & Jenn ready to enjoy the buffet  

Cynthia & Janice clean up 

Farewell 
Ben & Natasha 

Our dear friends Ben and Natasha Smith will 
be leaving the Island this Summer to start the 
next chapter of their lives:  Ben as a civilian 
and Natasha as a law student at Georgetown 
University. 
 

Even though they have been here only a few 
years, Natasha and Ben have made an indel-
ible impression on both FUCH and the Uni-
tarian Universalist Leeward Ohana. 

 

Phil & 
Dorothy 

You Will Be 
Missed 

 

Long time Church Members, 
Phil and Dorothy Morris will 
be leaving the Islands to live 
on the Mainland. 
 

Phil has served our Congre-
gation for many years as a 
Member of the Social Jus-
tice Council, the Board and 
the Finance Committee.  He 
worked tirelessly to explain 
the Church’s finances to us 
and the consequences of 
our Budget decisions.  
 

Phil believed in growth and 
he had an optimistic view of 
our Church’s future. 
 

In all of this Dorothy was Phil’s constant companion and supportive 
partner.  One seldom saw Phil without Dorothy. 
 

We all wish Phil and Dorothy joy and blessings as they start the next 
chapter of their lives.  Aloha, it has been wonderful knowing you. 

“SURPRISE!” 

(L to R) Al, Phil & Dorothy join hands 
to sing at the end of the Service. 

 

Join the NPC—More Information On Page 19 
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Last Leeward Service At IPA 

The final UU Leeward 
Ohana Service at Is-
land Pacific Academy 
was a fitting farewell. 
 

Our speaker for the 
evening was wonderful 
Natasha Smith who 
gave a heartfelt and 
insightful commentary 

on her struggles with 
the hierarchy of the 
Mormon Church.  
Natasha framed her 
spiritual path with 
the story of Adam and Eve in which 
Eve was visualized as 
a thoughtful woman 
who seriously reflect-
ed upon the decisions 
she needed to make. 
 

The music for the 
evening was provided 
by Ben Smith who 
helped guide through 
a traditional Mormon 

song, Choose the Right 
by Joseph L. Townsend. 
 

The Service ended with 
the Famous, Fabulous 
Potluck which was en-
joyed by all.   
 

It was a very successful evening with 18 
in attendance and a calabash which 
yielded 
$126.00. 
 

Thank 
you all. 
 
 
 

Ben & Natasha 

Ben at the keyboard 

Betty & Pierre 

Danial & Harmony 

Harmony, Sheila, Nan & Natasha 

Natasha & Erin 

Joanna, Beth & Carol 

 

UU Leeward Ohana 
is taking the Summer off. 

Our next Service is 
Saturday, September 10th 

at Sue & Dan Carpenter’s home. 
Have a safe and fun filled Summer. 
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Lifespan Religious Education (LRE)  

 

Looking Ahead in LRE 
  

The Lifespan Religious Education program at FUCH 
is Directorless but not Leaderless!  
 

In the (hopefully few) weeks between the departure of 
Katie Ackerman and the hire of a new DLRE the whole 
team has stepped up to keep the program running.   
 

Co-chairs Jeff Gillis-Davis and Nathan Sanchez are work-
ing to plug holes in the schedule and the whole gang got 
together on July 15th to choose teams and assign teaching 
dates. 
 

The Fall session of RE begins on August 7th and there are 
still plenty of spaces for those who wish to take a spin as a 
teacher, children’s worship leader, or story reader.  
 

Contact 
Jeff at gillis@higp.hawaii.edu or 

Nate at beachmedic78@yahoo.com 
for more information.  

Engaging children, youth, and adults in opportunities that 
empower them to develop their own religious philosophies. 

Register Children For Fall Term!  
 

It is time again to register for the next term of RE at First 
Unitarian Church of Honolulu! 
 

We are getting ready to roll out new classes for August-
December, 2016.   
 

Most of you have done this before, but it is important that 
you do it now so that we have accurate and updated infor-
mation for your child (especially as we transition to a new 
DLRE!). 
 

Visit our website for registration link: 
http://www.unitariansofhi.org/sunday-

schedule-for-keiki-and-youth  

 

Young Family Group Starting Again!  
 

It is time again to start another Young 
Families group.  
 

Would you like to join in?  
 

Gather with other parents of young/school-age children 
to connect, discuss, and build friendships.  
 

Invite friends to join the group, too!  
 

The Young Families Ohana Covenant Group Meet-
ings start on 

Aug. 6th, 5:30- 7:30 pm, 
1st and 3rd Saturday of each month at FUCH, last-

ing 5 months/10 meetings.  
 

Evening includes potluck, the meeting centered on a 
specific topic and structured around deep listening, and 
2 hours of child care.  
 

Fee for the series supplements the church-supported 
childcare, and is $50-150 sliding scale, payable at the 
beginning of the session series.   
 

Please reply if you are willing to be a LEADER for the 
group; we would like two, ideally. RSVP if at all possi-
ble, but feel free to attend the first night without com-
mitment!  

 

RE@unitariansofhi.org for more info.  
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Aloha Katie, Caryn, Maggie, William, & Audrey 

 

Thank You For Being Part of Our 
Church Ohana 

 

Our wonderful Director of Lifespan Religious Education (DLRE), Katie 
and her amazing family are moving to the Mainland. 
 

Words cannot describe how much Katie with the hard working and 
diligent LRE Committee have done to make our LRE Program a world 
class, UU experience for our keiki. 
 

Thank you, Katie for your hours of brilliant work and your inspiration.  
 

Katie, you and your family will be forever in our hearts. 

Hospitality Needs YOU!!!  
 

Sue Greene will be leaving the hospitality team in February.  
 

Before she goes, we would love to have a robust group of 
volunteers in place  who can give an hour of their 
time, either before or after Sunday service, a few times a 
month.  
 

Consider volunteering with a friend or as a committee 
group.  
 

Many hands make light work!  
 

Please call Sue at 707-834-2253 if interested.  

 

ABOVE: Baby Audrey’s First Birthday….Big Sister 
              Maggie is behind Audrey 
 

LEFT: Brother William, Caryn & Katie 

 
 

Sue 

Shows 

Her 

 Appreciation 

To 

Chef 

Ron 

Be Part of the 
Newsletter Press Corp (NPC) 

 

If you already go to meetings or events…. 
If you have a smart phone or a digital camera… 
You can be part of the Newsletter Press Corp. 

 

Just continue to do all the wonderful volunteer things 
you do and then report on it. 
 

The Newsletter needs up-to-date information and 
photos. 
 

You will be given a byline and photo credit. 
 

Best of All:  You will not have to attend any more 
meetings to be a member of the NPC. 
 

Contact us at 
fuch-newsletter-team@googlegroups.com 
and we will get you your Press Credentials. 

 
 

This 
will be 

fun. 
Join 

today. 
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Annual Meeting Summary  

The 2016 Annual Congregational Meeting was 
held on June 12, 2016.   
 

Draft minutes are posted on our Church website 
(Member login required).   
  

Below is a summary of action items from the 
Annual Meeting:  
 

Board Officers approved for 2016-2017:  

President: Margaret Mann  
Vice-President: Nancy Schildt  
Secretary: Allison Jacobs  
(amended from original of Russell Castagnaro)  
Treasurer: Vacant  
(amended to Hilkka Easterwood)  
 

Directors of the Board:  
2016-2019 term (3 years): Bill Scarvie  
2016-2019 term (3 years): Jerry Matiatos  

2016-2018 term (2 years): Russell Castagnaro  
(amended from original of Allison Jacobs)  

2016-2017 term (1 year): Jim Skouge  
 

Continuing on the Board as Directors:  
Leanne MacIntire  

Susan Lebo  
 

Social Justice Committee:  
David Diamond (2 year term)  
Lee Curran (2 year term)  
Catherine Graham (1 year term)  
Continuing: Steve Lohse, Jeff Kim, 
       Deborah Bond-Upson  
 

Nominating Committee:  
Janice Davis (3 year term)  

Marie Anne (3 year term)  

Continuing: Catherine Graham 
       & Meghan Bundtzen  
 

•Proposed Music Director salary approved to be 
raised back to its 2015-2016 level.  
 

•Proposed $6000 for an external audit approved 
to be moved to the line item for salary of Music 
Director.  
 

•2016-2017 budget passed as amended.  
 

•Adopted two documents establishing endow-
ment funds committee and policy.  

Margaret recognizes outgoing Board Members 
(L to R) Dave, Alan, Marie, Lisa & Margaret 

Carla introduces the newest 
Members of the 

Mission Ministry Team. 
(L to R) Sheila, Junko, Carla, 

Margaret 

Martina shares the 
microphone 

Steve makes an important point 
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Opera Night Out 

WHY Do We Do Social Justice?  
 

Effective social action ensures close associations with injustice, suffering beings, agitation, and a spiritually challenging 
lifestyle.  Yet, consider how many of us simply cannot turn away from social action, we have to do this!  Why do we do 
social justice?  
  
As Unitarian Universalists, of course, we might say that the power of the Principles compels us!  As a UU congregation, 
we affirm and promote seven Principles, which we hold as strong values and moral guides.  We covenant to represent 
these Principles within a living tradition of wisdom and spirituality drawn from Sources as diverse as science, poetry, 
scripture, and personal experience.  
  
The seven Principles and six Sources of the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) grew democratically out of our 
grassroots communities and represent primary reasons why many of us are attracted to Unitarian Universalism in the 
first place.  To read more about our UU Principles and Sources, please see http://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-
believe/principles.  
 
Whether we are drawn to social justice because we affirm UU Principles or drawn to UU from personal needs to ad-
dress injustice and suffering, at the end of the day, it’s all the same!  The traditional and deeply spiritual identity be-
tween justice and UU is not at all about which comes first, but about the effective Right Actions that we take every day 
as UUs engaged in social justice  
  
In fact, the congregation of the First Unitarian Church of Honolulu, in our Charter of Principles in Social Justice, pledges 
its belief that our church itself must represent our Principles responsibly and effectively in our community, as well as 
our intention to act whenever a denial or an opportunity for these Principles appears.  This Charter creates the Social 
Justice Council as a means whereby the church itself can act openly and responsibly on behalf of our shared convic-
tions.  
  
Following our June 12 Annual Meeting, Phil Morris and Ka‘imi Nicholson have retired from the Council (though not from 
their justice concerns!), while Lee Curran and David Diamond are newly elected to your Social Justice Council.  In this 
coming year, the Council will include Deborah Bond-Upson, Lee Curran, David Diamond, Catherine Graham, Jeff Kim, 
and Steve Lohse.  Please, share your justice action concerns with them and ask them, WHY do they do social justice!  

Friday, August 26, 5:30 pm 
Bring Pupus to Share  

 

Giuseppe Verdi’s 
 

“I due Foscari”      
 

Based on an historical tragedy (1821), “The Two Foscari” by Lord Byron, is 
a five act verse play set in Venice in mid 15th century.   
 

The two Foscari of the title were 15th century historical figures: Francesco 
Foscari, the octogenarian Doge of Venice.    
“I Due Foscari” begins in medias res. Tragedy upon tragedy has already 
struck the royal family before the curtain rises.  
 

Francesco Foscari, who has been in power for thirty-four years has lost two 
of three sons. Loredano believes that Francesco was responsible for the 
death of his father and uncle, and is plotting against him. Francesco’s only 
surviving son, Jacopo, a man given to luxury, comfort and risk-taking, has 
been convicted of a variety of crimes, among them a murder he didn’t com-
mit, and has been sentenced to exile.  
 

Nevertheless, it is Jacopo we encounter in Venice when the curtain rises. 
He has been brought back in chains from exile to be tried again for treason, 
this time for writing to an enemy of the Venetian State. Jacopo claims that 
he wrote the letter intending that it be intercepted just so that he would be 
returned to his beloved Venice…. 
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Planned Parenthood 

 

PRINCIPLES IN PARTNERSHIP: 
Planned Parenthood and First 

Unitarian  
 

In 1987, the Congregation of the First Unitarian 
Church of Honolulu adopted the following Reso-
lution: “BE IT RESOLVED THAT the First Uni-
tarian Church of Honolulu opposes all at-
tempts to restrict access to reproductive in-
formation and endorses freedom of repro-
ductive choice for all individuals, regardless 
of age or economic circumstances.”   
 

As our Education Equity action continues (see 
also Deborah Bond-Upson’s Education article in 
this Newsletter), we celebrated our shared val-
ues and long partnership with Planned 
Parenthood, by hosting a panel on Sunday, July 
31, 11:30 entitled, “Planned Parenthood and 
First Unitarian – Principles in Partnership”  

 

Panelists included Laurie Field, Legislative Director and Public Affairs Manager; Michelle Pellersels, Health Educa-
tion;  Ashley Gandiza, Regional Field Organizer; with our own Sheila O'Keefe, Development Officer - Major Gifts as 
moderator.  If you support unrestricted access to information and freedom of reproductive choice, this Fifth Sunday Pan-
el was for you!  
 

Laurie briefed us on some of the current Hawaii statistics.  While Hawaii is ninth highest in the Nation for unintended 
pregnancies among teenagers, since 1994, no condoms have been permitted on public school grounds. 
 

Listening to the community to understand the information they need and want forms a large part of Michelle’s job.  She 
provides information about anatomy, physiology, sex, STD’s (sexually transmitted diseases) and Michelle is often found 
at health fairs, schools or anywhere parents, children and concerned adults may gather. 
 

Getting out the vote, recruiting and organizing supporters of Planned Parenthood keeps Ashley busy.  Our own Social 
Justice Council and such organizations as League of Women Voters are working together to encourage the voters of 
Hawaii to do better than the 52% turn out we had at the last election. 
 

Great job, panel!!! 

(L to R) Ashley, Michelle, Laurie & our own Sheila bring us up-to-date on the education 
and organizational efforts of Planned Parenthood 

Save the Date 
Saturday 
September 
24          
 

Our September/October 
Minister-in-Residence, 
Katie Covey will facili-
tate a workshop on “ 
Using Social Media to 
Attract SBNR’s.”   
 

SBNR’s are Spiritual But 
Not Religious Folks who 
NEED to find us!!! 
 

Explore Facebook, Pin-
terest, Next Door and 
others as a tool for reaching out. 
 

We don’t want to miss this one. 
From Joel Merchant 
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Church Calendar 
Thursday, August 11 
9:00 am Rachel Finch Yoga Series 
 (MR# 1)  
6:00 pm Sunday Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  
6:15 pm Feminist Theology (FHR)  
 

Friday, August 12 
2:00 pm Art Show Take Down (Gallery)  
6:00 pm Play Reading Group (FHR)  
6:30 pm Chalice Circle Session (MR# 3)  
 

Saturday, August 13 
9:00 am Sof Ma'arav Erev Tish'a Be'av 
 (Downstairs)  
1:00 pm Sof Ma'arav (FHR Sanctuary)  
2:00 pm Art Show setup (Gallery)  
6:00 pm Sof Ma'arav Erev Tish'a Be'av 
 (Downstairs)  
 

Sunday, August 14 
9:00 am Band Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  
10:00 am RE Program for Children 
 (Upstairs)  
10:00 am RE Teen Group (FHR)  
10:00 am Sunday Service (Downstairs)  
11:30 am ADORE Book Study Group 
 (Sanctuary)  
4:00 pm Tom Wilson's memorial service 
 (Sanctuary)  
 

Monday, August 15 
All day Monday Church and Grounds 
closed  
 

Tuesday, August 16 
6:30 pm TTF 1st UU Future Shapers 
 (Gallery)  
 

Wednesday, August 17 
6:00 pm 'Ohana Potluck and Games 
 (Gallery)  
6:30 pm Chalice Circle Facilitators (FHR)  
 

Thursday, August 18 
9:00 am Rachel Finch Yoga Series 
 (MR# 1)  
6:00 pm Sunday Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  
 

Saturday, August 20 
9:00 am Sof Ma'arav (Downstairs)  
1:00 pm Sof Ma'arav (FHR Sanctuary)  
4:00 pm Art Reception Setup (Gallery, 
 Kitchen)  
5:00 pm Art Reception  
5:00 pm Y/F Ohana Covenant Group 
 (MR# 1, 5, FHR)  
8:00 pm Art Reception Cleanup (Gallery, 
 Kitchen)  
 

 
 

Sunday, August 21 
9:00 am Band Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  
10:00 am RE Program for Children 
 (Upstairs)  
10:00 am RE Teen Group (FHR)  
10:00 am Sunday Service (Downstairs)  
12:00 pm Newsletter Submission  
 Deadline  
 

Monday, August 22 
All day Monday Church and Grounds 
closed  
 

Tuesday, August 23 
6:30 pm TTF 1st UU Future Shapers 
 (Gallery)  
 

Wednesday, August 24 
6:00 pm Board Meeting (Gallery)  
 

Thursday, August 25 
9:00 am Rachel Finch Yoga Series 
 (MR# 1)  
6:00 pm Sunday Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  
6:15 pm Feminist Theology (FHR)  
 

Friday, August 26 
5:30 pm Opera Group (Sanctuary)  
6:30 pm Chalice Circle Session (FHR)  
 

Saturday, August 27 
9:00 am Sof Ma'arav (Downstairs)  
1:00 pm Sof Ma'arav (FHR, Sanctuary)  
1:00 pm Working Party (Whole Church)  
 

Sunday, August 28 
9:00 am Band Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  
10:00 am RE Program for Children 
 (Upstairs)  
10:00 am RE Teen Group (FHR)  
10:00 am Sunday Service (Downstairs)  
 

Monday, August 29 
All day Monday Church and Grounds 
closed  
 

Tuesday, August 30 
6:30 pm All Believers Network 
 (Sanctuary)  
6:30 pm TTF 1st UU Future Shapers 
 (Gallery)  
 

Thursday, September 1 
9:00 am Rachel Finch Yoga Series 
 (MR# 1)  
6:00 pm Sunday Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  
 

Saturday, September 3 
9:00 am Sof Ma'arav (Downstairs)  
1:00 pm Sof Ma'arav (FHR Sanctuary)  
5:00 pm Y/F Ohana Covenant Group 
 (MR# 1, 5, FHR)  
 

Sunday, September 4 
9:00 am Band Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  
10:00 am RE Program for Children 
 (Upstairs)  
10:00 am RE Teen Group (FHR)  
10:00 am Sunday Service (Downstairs)  
11:30 am RE Team (MR# 1)  
 

Wednesday, July 27 
6:00 pm Board Meeting (Gallery)  
 

Thursday, July 28 
9:00 am Rachel Finch Yoga Series 
 (MR# 1)  
6:00 pm Sunday Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  
6:15 pm Feminist Theology (FHR)  
 

Saturday, July 30 
9:00 am Sof Ma'arav (Downstairs)  
1:00 pm Sof Ma'arav (FHR, Sanctuary)  
 

Sunday, July 31 
9:00 am Band Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  
10:00 am RE Program for Children 
 (Upstairs)  
10:00 am RE Teen Group (FHR)  
10:00 am Sunday Service (Downstairs)  
11:30 am Reproductive Justice Acton 
 Event (Sanctuary)  
 

Monday, August 1 
All day Monday Church and Grounds 
closed  
 

Tuesday, August 2 
6:00 pm Worship Team (FHR)  
6:30 pm TTF 1st UU Future Shapers 
 (Gallery)  
 

Wednesday, August 3 
11:00 am Outdoor Circle (Gallery)  
6:30 pm Social Justice Council Meeting 
 (Gallery)  
7:00 pm Book Discussion Group (FHR)  
 

Thursday, August 4 
9:00 am Rachel Finch Yoga Series 
 (MR# 1)  
6:00 pm Sunday Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  
 

Friday, August 5 
All day Blue Recycle  
8:30 am SJC (Gallery, Kitchen)  
 

Saturday, August 6 
9:00 am Sof Ma'arav (Downstairs)  
1:00 pm Sof Ma'arav (FHR, Sanctuary)  
2:30 pm MIR Ben Meyers Workshop 
 (Sanctuary)  
5:00 pm Y/F Ohana Covenant Group 
 (MR# 1, 5, FHR)  
 

Sunday, August 7 
9:00 am Band Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  
10:00 am RE Program for Children 
 (Upstairs)  
10:00 am RE Teen Group (FHR)  
10:00 am Sunday Service (Downstairs)  
11:30 am RE Team (MR# 1)  
 

Monday, August 8 
All day Monday Church and Grounds 
closed  
 

Tuesday, August 9 
6:30 pm TTF 1st UU Future Shapers 
 (Gallery)  
 

Wednesday, August 10 
7:00 pm Building Team (FHR)  
 
 
 



The deadline for both hard and elec-
tronic copy for the Newsletter is Noon 
on the Third Sunday of the month. 

Typeface— Arial, 12 point 
Format—Single space.  Block para-
graphs. One line space between para-
graphs. 
NO—Indentations, tabs, all caps, 
bolding, centering, tables, colors 
 
Section Word Limits 
Events – 50 words per item 
Coming Services – 50 words per ser-
vice description 
Committee/Team/Task Force Updates 
– 100 words per item 
N.B. The editors may edit any piece for 
content, length, and clarity. 
Please bring hard copy to the 
Church Office or email electronic 
copy to Aimee Olivera Sanchez,  
FUCH-Newsletter-
Team@googlegroups.com . 
 
Newsletter Mailing Policy 
All Members and Friends with email 
addresses registered on our website 
will receive an email notification when 

the Newsletter is uploaded and ready 
to view.  www.unitariansofhi.org 
*  If a Member does not have an email 
address, the Newsletter will be mailed 
to the Member at no cost. 
*  If an Oahu based Member has an 
email address and wants a paper copy 
of the Newsletter, she/he may pick it 
up at Church. 
*  For any Member or Friend who has 
an email address and wants a copy of 
the Newsletter mailed to them, there 
will be a $20.00/year subscription fee, 
payable in advance. 
 
Mail Subscription Policy 
*  The Newsletter Subscription fee is 
$20.00/year, payable in advance. 
*  The subscription year is the calendar 
year:  January to December.   
New subscribers will have their sub-
scriptions prorated quarterly:  Fifteen 
dollars ($15.00) for nine (9) months; 
Ten Dollars ($10.00) for six (6) 
months; Five Dollars ($5.00) for (3) 
months. 
*  The subscriber may send the sub-
scription check to the Church Office, 

Attention:  Newsletter Subscription. 
Please write “Newsletter Subscription” 
on the check memo. 
*  A reminder notice may be put into 
the subscriber’s Newsletter in Novem-
ber. 

First Unitarian Church of Honolulu 

 

We’re on the Web! 
 

www.unitariansofhi.org 
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Web:           www.unitariansofhi.org 
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            of Honolulu 
Twitter:       UUHonolulu 
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